“B” Summer Reading Book Choice
●

Choose one of the following books from the list below. Complete the accompanying
graphic organizer.

●

All books included in this list can be purchased through Amazon.com or checked out of
your local library. These books can also be digitally downloaded on a tablet (Kindle,
iPad, etc.)

The Good Dog by Avi
McKinley, a malamute, is a good dog -- he's reliable and trustworthy. Whether it's watching over the other dogs of
Steamboat Springs, Colorado, or taking care of his human pup, Jack, McKinley never even thinks of letting anyone
down -- until he meets Lupin. Lupin is a she-wolf and she's urging the dogs of Steamboat Springs to leave their
domesticated lives and join her wild pack. And though she scares McKinley, he also finds himself drawn to her and
the life of freedom that she offers. For the first time, McKinley's loyalties are torn. Should he stay with his humans and
continue to lead the dogs of Steamboat Springs? Or should he join the wolf and live freely, like his ancestors did?
When the wild calls, what will McKinley's answer be?

Crash by Jerry Spinelli
Cocky seventh-grade super-jock Crash Coogan got his nickname the day he used his first football helmet to knock
his cousin Bridget flat on her backside. And he has been running over people ever since, especially Penn Webb, the
dweeby, vegetarian Quaker kid who lives down the block. Through the eyes of Crash, readers get a rare glimpse into
the life of a bully in this unforgettable and beloved story about stereotypes and the surprises life can bring.

The Cay by Theodore Taylor
Phillip is excited when the Germans invade the small island of Curaçao. War has always been a game to him, and
he’s eager to glimpse it firsthand–until the freighter he and his mother are traveling to the United States on is
torpedoed. When Phillip comes to, he is on a small raft in the middle of the sea. Besides Stew Cat, his only
companion is an old West Indian, Timothy. Phillip remembers his mother’s warning about black people: “They are
different, and they live differently.” But by the time the castaways arrive on a small island, Phillip’s head injury has
made him blind and dependent on Timothy.

Glory Be by Augusta Scattergood
A Mississippi town in 1964 gets riled when tempers flare at the segregated public pool. As much as Gloriana June
Hemphill, or Glory as everyone knows her, wants to turn twelve, there are times when Glory wishes she could turn
back the clock a year. Jesslyn, her sister and former confidante, no longer has the time of day for her now that she'll
be entering high school. Then there's her best friend, Frankie. Things have always been so easy with Frankie, and
now suddenly they aren't. Maybe it's the new girl from the North that's got everyone out of sorts. Or maybe it's the
debate about whether or not the town should keep the segregated public pool open.
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Ten Miles Past Normal by Frances O’Roark Dowell
Janie Gorman is smart and creative and a little bit funky…but what she really wants to be is normal. Because living
on an isolated farm with her modern-hippy parents is decidedly not normal, no matter how delicious the goat cheese.
High school gives Janie the chance to prove to her suburban peers that she’s just like them, but before long she
realizes normal is completely overrated, and pretty dull.
If she’s going to learn how to live large (and forget the haters), Janie will have to give up the quest and make room in
her life for things from the fringe—like jam band, righteous chocolate, small acts of great bravery, and a boy named
Monster.

Courage & Defiance: Spies, Saboteurs, and Survivors in WWII Denmark by Deborah
Hopkinson
When the Nazis invaded Denmark on Tuesday, April 9, 1940, the people of this tiny country to the north of Germany
awoke to a devastating surprise. The government of Denmark surrendered quietly, and the Danes were ordered to go
about their daily lives as if nothing had changed. But everything had changed. Award-winning author Deborah
Hopkinson traces the stories of the heroic young men and women who would not stand by as their country was
occupied by a dangerous enemy. Rather, they fought back. Some were spies, passing tactical information to the
British; some were saboteurs, who aimed to hamper and impede Nazi operations in Denmark; and 95% of the Jewish
population of Denmark were survivors, rescued by their fellow countrymen, who had the courage and conscience that
drove them to act.

StarGirl by Jerry Spinelli
Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur
of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with
just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first. Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned
for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges her to become the very
thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a
tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love.
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